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MAY 2021 

HASTINGS ISLAND HUNTING 

A MESSAGE ABOUT LAST SEASON 
What a Season this has been! The Club has enjoyed a mild 
winter and beautiful hunting days, despite the ongoing 
COVID-19 concerns. As the COVID restrictions slowly lift 
and our lives return to the “new normal”, we look forward 
to opening up overnight camping, overnight fishing, and 
more Club amenities to our Members.  Until then, please 
refer to our website and 
Facebook page for updates 
regarding access to the 
Club. 
 
Thank you for your help and 
s u p p o r t  d u r i n g  t h i s 
challenging time.  We 
couldn’t have done it without 
you! 

HASTINGS ISLAND HUNTING PRESERVE 

2021 - 2022 BIRD CARD DEPOSITS 
For comparison purposes, the estimated cost for a family 
of four for a one-day ski lift ticket in Tahoe is $600 to 
$900, not including ski rental, food, transportation, etc.  
The cost of one round of golf at a nearby course ranges 
from: $31.00 to $230.00 per person.  The cost of a decent 
ticket to a Giants Game begin around at $100 per person.   

 
The cost of a 20 pheasant 
bird card, with an entire year 
of access to Hastings Island 
Hunting Preserve, starts as 
low as $780.00 for a full-
season membership - even 
lower if you buy the Early 
Season Card. 
 
The Club is currently 
accepting deposits for the 
2021-2022 Season. A 
$300.00 deposit made now 
will ensure you receive the 
best price on your bird card.  
 
The Club continues to offer 
20, 40, and 100 bird cards 
for the full Season, giving 
you access to the Club 

throughout the year for hunting, fishing, dog training and 
picnicking which are all included in the price of your card.   
 
For those who wish to trade a shorter hunting season for a 
significant discount on your bird card, we continue to offer 
the 20 bird, Early Season Card.  With this card, all 
pheasants must be taken by December 17.  After that 
date, Early Season Cardholders may not hunt pheasants 
for the remainder of the Season, even as a guest, although  
you are still welcome to fish, train your dog over chukar or 
even book a chukar hunt. 
 
Pre-Paid Cleaning is the best, and by far the most 
economical way to have your birds cleaned by the Club.  
Pre-Paid Bird Cleaning fees are due when you make the 
deposit on your bird card and are not available after the 
first bird is punched off your card. 

IMPORTANT DATES 
      
 
Spring Chukar Hunts Begin 
Deposits Due for 2021-2020 Bird Cards 
Club Closed in June 
Club Reopens  
Annual Club Trap Shooting Competition 
Hunter Safety 
Pre-Season Rooster Shoots Begin 
Opening Day 2021-2022 Pheasant Season 

March 24, 2021 
May 31, 2021 

June 1-30, 2021 
July 1, 2021 

September 04, 2021 
Early Fall 2021 

September 4, 2021 
September 25, 2021 

NEXT SEASON 
VERY IMPORTANT:  Due 
to a variety of factors, we are 
seeing a dramatic increase 
in interest for bird cards for 
the 2021-2022 Season.  
This has  several important 
implications:  We contract 
our birds for the coming 
season, now.  Birds have been in limited supply the last 
few years.  We will never sell more bird cards than we have 
birds contracted.  Consequently, we may need to close the 
membership much earlier this Season.  
 
We have been tracking applications by the date received 
and (if we need to close the membership in June) we will 
give priority to existing members whose cards have paid in-
full.  We will then accept new members, whose bird cards 
have been paid in-full, based on when they submitted their 
application.  Only fully paid cards will be guaranteed a spot.   
 
Whether an existing or new member, you are still welcome 
to make your deposit and pay off your card later, but with 
the current situation please understand that we cannot 
guarantee you a spot, until you have paid for your card in 
full.  In order to receive the best pricing and lock in your 
membership, deposits on bird cards are due in our office 
no later than May 31st.   
 
Whether making a deposit or paying for your card in-full, 
you will still be able to receive a refund on your deposit, or 
fully-paid bird card, for any reason before September 30th.   

Bower James, Mike Blasqnez, Nick Narloch and Joe Narloch enjoyed a day 
of hunting at the Club in one of our new reserved fields. Great job guys!  
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CHUKAR HUNTS 

PRE-PAID CLEANING DISCOUNT 
You may be aware that the Club allows Members to pre-
pay for their bird cleaning, at the time you place your 
deposit for your bird card.  
 
For the cost of $5.75 per bird for the pre-paid cleaning, 
your card will have the cleanings attached to it.  Not only is 
this is a great convenience but it reduces the cost of your 
bird cleanings.  
 
Remember, Pre-paid Bird Cleaning must be purchased at 
the same time your purchase your 2021-2022 Season bird 
card.  
 
When the new Season starts, bird cleaning prices will 
increase to the regular price of $6.50 for 2021-2022  
Season. 

Spring and summer chukar hunts are a perfect way to 
enjoy the Club as the 2020-2021 Season comes to an 
end.  The Club is open for you to extend the fun of  hunting 
season and keep your dog in good physical shape, while 
improving their hunting skills in the field.  
 
Our all-inclusive hunt is designed for ten or more hunters. 
Included in this day of hunting is a continental breakfast, 
100 or more chukar, bird cleaning and four rounds of trap. 
Top this all off with a New York Strip BBQ lunch with all the 
trimmings, and is a full day of fun at the Club. We can also 
arrange all-inclusive hunts for smaller groups of hunters, 
with all of the same amenities, at a similar price per 
hunter. 
 
The Club also offers a select “no-frills” chukar hunt for 
those who like the idea of working their dogs over chukar 
but don’t need all the extras.  These hunts are for 10 or 
more planted chukar in a reserved field for your group, 
with bird cleaning services at regular cleaning prices, 
available if desired.  
 
Dates are limited for these hunts, so please contact the 
Club Office early to book your desired hunting date. 
 
The Club continues to offer chukar cards for members who 
want to train their dogs during the off-season.  These cards 
come in increments of 20 birds and work well for those 
hunters intending to visit the Club multiple times during 
the off-season. 

Tony Anderson had a productive day on the field, hunting 

Vince Crudele with Smokey, Bandit, Tucker and Jewel at the end  
of another great training session in the field.  

GUESTS 
Although you are welcome to bring guests at no extra cost 
when hunting at the Club, we do have a limit on the 
number of guests in your hunting party, on any given day.   
 
As a general rule: Your spouse is automatically considered 
a Club Member.  You or your spouse, when not hunting at 
the Club together, may have up to three guests with you, at 
any one time.  When spouses are hunting together, the two 
of you may have up to a total of two additional guests.  
Both examples result in a maximum hunting party of four. 
 
If you are a family of 5 or more, or if we are having a slow 
day, this is unlikely to be enforced.  But, if you are hunting 
on a busy weekend, during the holidays, or the last couple 
of weeks of season, you may find us enforcing a limit on 
the number of guests.  The idea is that our members 
shouldn’t have a long wait because the fields are filled 
with guests. 
 
If you have questions regarding our guest policy, please 
contact Club Manager, Danielle Earl, at the Club office. 
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RESERVED FIELDS 
This past season was the first year when we set aside one 
field for members to hunt in a Reserved Field.  We found 
this  to be a popular addition to the Club, and was overall a 
great success, so we plan to continue offering a modest 
amount (same as last year) of reserved fields this season.   
 
This trial first year taught us a few things, and we will 
continue to fine tune how we operate reserve fields over 
the next season or two.  Please rest assured that we are 
committed to remaining a Club, with the vast majority of 
our fields being free roam, and operating the free roam 
part of our Club on a pay for what you take (non pre-punch) 
basis. 
 
Our reserved field area is approximately 130 acres in total, 
utilizing a field we refer to as the Duck Pond.  We have 
divided it into nine Reserved Fields sections, with each 
section having boundary markers.   
 
A Reserved Field Hunt operates very differently from the 
free roam hunting at Club.  Reserved Fields allow members 
to ask for a set number of pheasants to be planted in an 
assigned field.   
 
The number of birds you request are pre-punched off your 
bird card. We will plant a minimum of 4 birds and a 
maximum of 10 birds, for up to four hunters, per field.  The 
assigned field remains closed to all other hunters not in 
your party, until 11:00am.  After 11:00am, you are still 
welcome to continue to hunt the Club as a “free roam” 
hunter and shoot any birds you were not able get in your 
reserved field.  Of course, you may always shoot additional 
birds and have them punched off your card as normal. 
 
You will need to contact the Club Office to make an 
advance reservation, in order to hunt a Reserved Field.  
You will need to arrive by 8:00am the day of your hunt to 
utilize a Reserved Field, and we will not be able to hold 
your field should you arrive late.  Failure to cancel your 
Reserved Field by 4:00pm the day preceding your 
Reserved Field reservation (4:00pm Monday for a 
Wednesday morning reservation, as we are closed 
Tuesdays) will result in your forfeiting the birds that you 
requested to be planted.  Without a reservation, we will be 
unable to plant a Reserved Field for you.   
 
Please know, members who cannot control their dogs, by 
staying in their Reserved Field, will not be able to reserve 
one of these fields in the future. 
 
Hunting in a Reserved Field can provide a great way for 
introducing younger dogs to pheasants in a controlled 
hunting environment.  Reserved fields are also great 
environment for first time hunters and those who may have 
limited mobility.  And, of course, some people just like 
having their own field. 
 
As there are a limited number of Reserved Fields available, 
we recommend you plan accordingly, by calling or stopping 
by the Club office to make the required advance 
reservation, in order to ensure you reserve the days you 
desire. 

COFFEE SHOP 

Despite COVID-related limitations, the Club continued to 
provide limited Coffee Shop services throughout the entire 
2020-2021 Season.  We would like to thank Tonancy and 
Irma, who kept the food flowing.  Their flexibility and hard 
work allowed us to keep the kitchen open, even if just for 
take-out when we weren’t able to offer indoor dining. 
 
In the two years prior to the start of the pandemic, we have 
noticed fewer members taking advantage of our coffee 
shop.  This has been particularly true during the weekday 
breakfast hour.  
 
As we look forward to the coming Season, we intend to 
reduce our Coffee Shop hours to coincide with the level of 
demand we have observed.  At present, we hope to re-
open the Coffee Shop and provide a full breakfast and 
lunch menu on Saturdays and Sundays.  During the week, 
we will continue to offer drinks and pastries in the 
morning, and a full menu at lunch.  We will most likely not 
open the kitchen on Wednesdays.  If demand for added 
hours occurs, we will expand our schedule accordingly. 
 
Ultimately, we’ll need to review what level of food service is 
important to our membership. If the demand is there, we 
will meet it, at this time it doesn't make sense for us to 
open if there isn’t a demand. 
 
We also strongly believe there is always room for 
improvement, in all parts of our operation. But specifically, 
if you have any ideas on how the Coffee Shop would better 
serve you, either with different menu options and/or hours 
of operation, please stop by the office, or give us a call, 
and share your thoughts with Club Manager, Danielle Earl. 
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 HASTINGS ISLAND HUNTING PRESERVE 
 7758 HASTINGS ISLAND ROAD 
 RIO VISTA, CALIFORNIA 94571-1026 
 PHONE: (707) 678-3325 FACSIMILE: (707) 678-1604 

 WWW.HIHP.COM 

 April 3       Vizsla Club of Northern CA Fun Day 
      
 April 10-11  German Wirehair Club of Northern 
                                    CA Hunt Test 
    
 April 24-25   Sutter Buttes  -  Hunt Test 
       
 May  8--9  S.F. Weimeraner Club Hunt Test 
 
 May 15-16        Northern CA  Brittany Club  Walking  
                                    Field Trial 
 
       May 22-23  German Wirehair Club of Northern 
                                    CA  Walking Field Trial 
   
       July 10-11           German Shorthair Pointer Club NSV           
                                    Walking Field Trial 
 
       July 17-18           Northern CA Brittany Club Fun Days 

SUMMER DOG EVENTS 
This spring we are excited to be hosting a number of 
events, many of which are sponsored by regional dog 
clubs. These events are a great way to make new 
connections with people interested in the same breeds you 
have.  It’s also a great resource for available puppies, and 
seeing breeding stock working the fields for points on live 
game birds. 
 
If you would like to attend or participate, please see below 
the following events and refer to our website to get more 
details. 

PATSY POPE RECENTLY CHAIRED THE VIZSLA CLUB OF N. CALIFORNIA FUN DAY.  SHE IS 
PICTURED HERE, WITH ONE OF HER VIZSLAS, CH RED DIAMOND’S CHASING THE MOON JH, 

WHO TOOK FIRST PLACE IN OPEN DERBY AT THE GSP OF NSV FIELD TRIAL LATE IN 2020. 

UP-TO-DATE CLUB INFORMATION 
When you are looking for the most up-to-date information 
on the Club, we recommend visiting our website: 
www.hihp.com 
 
There you can access membership information, 
descriptions of our bird cards, pricing, the Club’s 
Membership Application, the Club’s Rules and 
Regulations, and copies of our old newsletters, etc. We 
also provide up to date listings of various activities 
scheduled here at the Club.  You can also find easy to use 
driving directions at our website. 
 
The Club also maintains a Facebook page, so check us out 
the next time you are on Facebook and “Follow-Us.”   We 
regularly post updates on Facebook for anything that may 
affect hunting on that day. 
 
To contact us, the best way is to still to call the Club office 
at (707) 678-3325. 

The Club closes to all activities for a couple of days in the 
third week of February, usually just after President’s Day.  
We have this closure so that the Club can perform certain 
field maintenance, which cannot be performed later in the 
calendar year due in-part to restrictions from the County Ag 
Commissioner’s Office, or while people and dogs are in our 
fields.  These closures also require the fields remain 
unoccupied for 24 hours following our work. 
 
While our field work is time consuming and comes with 
some expense, it is intended to provide you with great 
cover, and fields that are a pleasure to hunt.  We take 
pride we have the best fields and cover of any Clubs  we 
have visited, and we hope you agree. 
 
In addition to our “Club” fields, we have several thousand 
acres of active farmland.  Indeed, we would not be able to 
afford to maintain and irrigate our fields the way we do, 
were it not for our farming operation.  At $300,000 and up 
for a new tractor, your bird card would be a lot more 
expensive if the Club had to purchase its own equipment.   
 
You are welcome to hunt the farm fields, as long as they 
are not being actively farmed - meaning please stay out of 
newly planted crops, farms fields that are wet from 
irrigation and crops that have yet to be harvested.  The 
farming operation does use herbicides and pesticides 
when needed.  Those fields are marked on the large map 
behind the front counter of the Clubhouse.  If a field is 
marked “closed”, please stay out of it for your own safety 
and that of your dog. 

WHY WE CLOSE OUR FIELDS FOR A FEW 
DAYS EACH FEBRUARY  

http://www.hihp.com�
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