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Thank you for a wonderful pheasant season. We have moved to our summer schedule and are still open for chukar hunts,
dog training, fishing and camping, trap shooting or just visiting the Club and enjoying a day of beautiful green fields and
great weather. We are also hosting a number of AKC sanctioned dog events this summer. Come out and join us!

BIRD CARDS

While the cost of everything seems to be rising, the Club
DID NOT INCREASE its price on the Early Season Card for
the coming season. We know the Early Season Card, with
field access only from September 20 to December 20,
2025 doesn’t work for everyone but, if you are on a budget
or simply want to take advantage of the best pricing for a
20 bird card, this card is a great bargain.

Our other cards this coming season include our 20 Bird
Full-Season Card, the 40 Bird Full-Season Card and our
100 Bird Corporate Card. No matter which card you
choose, make your $300 minimum deposit by May 31st to
hold your membership and lock in the best prices. All
Prices will increase beginning June 1st.

Each card has its own benefits: With the 20 Bird Full-
Season Card, you may hunt the full pheasant hunting
season from September 20th to March 15, 2026. Once
your card is paid in full, you also have access to the Club’s
fields during the entire off-season, our boat ramp and the
trap range on all days that the Club is open.

The 40 Bird Full-Season Card offers all the same benefits
as our 20 Bird Full-Season Card, with the additional
benefit that the Member may participate in the end of
Season Clean Up Shoot, when you can take up to 10 birds
at no additional cost to you, on Monday, March 16, 2026.

The 20 Bird Early-Season Card gives you a deep discount
in  exchange for a slightly shorter pheasant hunting
season. You may purchase as many 20 Bird Early-Season
Cards as you wish, but please remember that all birds on
these cards must be hunted by December 20, 2025. After
that date, with a 20 Bird Early-Season Card, you may not
hunt during the rest of the regular pheasant season, even
as a guest, or train your dogs until to regular season has
ended.

Whether you simply make a deposit toward your Card, or
pay it in full, you are always able to receive a full refund, if
requested in writing, prior to September 30, 2025 or
whenever you use our fields, whichever come first.

— Your Hastings Island Crew

PRE-PAID BIRD CLEANING DISCOUNT

While the price of Pre-paid bird cleaning DID NOT
INCREASE for the coming season, the price of non pre-paid
cleanings will go up at the start of next season.

Pre-paid bird cleaning paid for before the Season begins
gives you a discounted price. If you plan to have your birds
cleaned at the Club, this is really the best and most
economical option.

The price bird cleaning for 2025-2026 is as follows:

Pre-Paid Bird Cleaning (Cash Price):
20 Birds $130.00 / $6.50 per bird
40 Birds $260.00 / $6.50 per bird
Non Pre-Paid Bird Cleaning is $9.00 per bird

Joseph Pedroni and Abby Damoulos

IMPORTANT DATES

Hunter Safety Course

Last Day for Early Cash Price Deposits
Club Closure

New Member Orientations Begin

First Day to Pick Up Bird Cards
Pre-Season Rooster Shoots Begin

First Day of Pheasant Season

Last Day to Pay Off Bird Cards

State Pheasant Season

Last Day of Hunting for Early Season Cards

May 17 & 18, 2025
May 31, 2025

June 1 - July 1, 2025
September 6, 2025
September 6, 2025
September 6, 2025
September 20, 2025
September 30, 2025
Nov 8 - Dec 22, 2025
December 20, 2025




STAFF SPOPLIGHT

This Spring, the
Club gave a
bitter-sweet
farewell to Jon
{ Halfin, as he
announced his
retirement from
- Hastings Island.
L Jon had been
with the Club for
. over 25 years,
as a patrolman,
4 kennel keeper,
4 assistant in the

office and

Clubhouse and
just an all-around invaluable jack-of-all-trades, happily
lending a helping hand wherever needed.

Jon Halfin with Danielle Earl

Jon and his wife retired out of State to be near family and
spend more time with their grandchildren and great
grandchildren. We will greatly miss Jon around the Club
and wish him the best in his retirement years. Jon said if
you ever need to find him, look for him on a beautiful
stream, fishing throughout Western United States.

Jon, congratulations and thank you for all that you have
done for Club and its members over the years!!

HUNTER SAFETY COURSE

Our next Hunter Safety Course will be held May
17 and 18, 2025. The cost is $10.00 per person
and advance reservations are required as the
class is limited to 20 students.
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Hastings Island Hunting Preserve - Hunter Safety Class of 2024

Reservations for Hunter Safety must be made via the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife website.
(https://www.register-ed.com/programs/california/160)
To choose the location of our class, it is helpful to search
by our zip code: 94571.
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The Club is open Wednesday
through Sunday, from 8:00
am to 4:30 pm for Chukar
Hunts, Dog Training, Trap
Shooting, Fishing, Camping
and to host numerous AKC
Dog Events. Your
Membership includes year-
round access to the Club and
the many activities available
during the off-season, so |
please come by and see us :
and enjoy the full benefits of SEElEEEEHE e
your Membership! Wes Myers and Cooper

Please be reminded that the Club is closed during the
entire month of June, from Monday, June 2nd through
Tuesday, July 1, 2025. There is no access to any Club
facilities during this time.

We look forward to seeing everyone back at the Club on
Wednesday, July 2nd, 2025.

SUMMER CLUB MAINTENANCE

We perform maintenance in certain areas of the
Clubhouse, bird pens and fields, as needed and as much
as possible in the off-season, in order to minimize
disruption to our Members during the Pheasant Hunting
Season. This means that sometimes, especially during the
Summer, certain areas of the Club might be off-limits and
temporarily closed, while we water fields, burn, spray, etc.

w Y ROAD p'w
- | CLOSED | -
A ==aN

- WA

Some of the field maintenance may
require the use of tractors and other
heavy machinery and we may even
need to close portions of the road
that give access to the fields. AR A A
The Club is a small part of an active

working farm. Agricultural practices involve the use of
agricultural chemicals and large machinery. Please stay
out of any field that is being irrigated or that has wet soil.
Also, please avoid all agricultural operations and stay clear
of Company houses and buildings. Check with the front
desk regarding field any field closures.

We appreciate your cooperation, patience and
understanding as we perform this work around the Club
and Ranch. We are working hard during the Summer
months to do what it takes to have the facilities in tip-top
shape for the Fall Pheasant Season Opening.

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION

Don’t forget that all New Members, as well as any
returning Member who have not been an active Member
for more than 3 years, are required to attend a New
Member Orientation Class, prior to the first time they hunt
pheasant.



BuMPING BIRDS AND DOG CAUGHT BIRDS

It is expressly forbidden to bump birds at the Club. What
does “bumping a bird” mean? If you or your dog flushes a
bird, you are expected to make a good faith effort to
harvest that bird, regardless of whether it is a rooster or
hen. If you are observed not shooting or intentionally
missing birds, you will forfeit your remaining birds and
membership. If you are training your dog, do so in our
training field.

We release birds on a 60 rooster/40 hen ratio. You are
not purchasing a rooster only card and you need to harvest
ALL birds that you flush. Putting birds up or running them
across the fields, easily tires which makes them easy prey
for dogs. Hunter’s are required to keep all birds, even if
they are dog caught. Leaving wounded birds or discarding
them is against Club rules and Fish and Game regulations.

TRAILER PARK AND DRY STORAGE SPACE

The Club occasionally has a Trailer Space open up for
lease. These annual leases include water, electric and
sewer hook-ups and garbage removal services.

The Club currently has a few openings in its Dry Storage
area, for our member’'s to keep
their RV's or Boats. Dry storage
is available on either an annual
or monthly basis.

Both options are an affordable
way to keep your RV here at the
Club, with 24/7 access to your vehicle. It's a great way
to enjoy hunting and fishing at the Club for a whole
weekend without the cost of a hotel.

Please contact the Club Office regarding availability.

Scout’s HONOR

The Club routinely retires
and re-homes our
professionally trained
and highly experienced
rental dogs.

You may remember
“Scout”, one of our
Yellow Labs, who was
retired and re-homed

7 .

two years ago, with long-
time Club Member Chris |
Stumpf and his family. ¢
Scout has been an
incredible addition to the Stumpf famlly and Chris has
been bringing him out to hunt at the Club regularly since
his retirement from the line.

Purchasing one of our retired dogs is an incredible
opportunity to take home a fully trained and seasoned
hunting companion. We will keep you updated as other
dogs become available for re-homing.

DoG EVENTS AT HASTINGS ISLAND

The Club is excited to be hosting 7
a number of events, sponsored
by several regional AKC dog
clubs. These events are a great
way to meet breeders, dog
trainers, and make new
connections with hunters and
members who are as excited

Gun Dogs as you are.

While we have already had a few
events this off-season, there are
several more upcoming events
in the months ahead:

e
Pam Lambros and Tilly

Golden Empire Brittany ~ Walking Field Trial May 17-18
Wirehair Pointer Club Walking Field Trial May 24-25
Shorthair Club or No. CA  Fun Days July 26-27
Wirehair Pointer Club Fun Days Aug 2-3

Please check our website’s 2025-2026 Dog Club
Events page for updated details and contact information.

EARLY SEASON CARDS AND FALL HUNTING

We cannot stress enough, that the best time to hunt at
Hastings is in October, November and early-December.
The weather is good, with cool mornings and warm
afternoons; the cover is lush and green; the fields are
usually much less crowded than later in the Season; the
rush to fill out your card is still far into the future,

Yet, every year we have hunters who wait until the end of
the season to try and fill their cards in March. Ugh...why
would you do that to yourself. These hunters are often in a
rush, and this usually does not help create a successful or
fun hunt. We often hear complaints about not finding birds,
yet we have been releasing them daily, since the first day
of the Season. At the end of the Season, we are more
prone to have waiting lists to get out into the field. If it is
foggy, then it is likely to make the wait time even longer.
The cover is usually in worse shape by March and the
likelihood of rain in greater.

In the past few years we have had members tell us that
they wait until later due to our releasing hens during State
Season. Hens fly much better in October, November and
December than in March, when they are starting to get
heavy with eggs. Remember that we usually move back to
all hens in mid-February and hens in February and March
are starting to loose their scent as we get closer to the
nesting season.

There are so many compelling reasons to hunt most of
your birds, or even finish your card, early. If you haven't
hunted in mid to late October before, come out and try it
this fall. We think that you will be very pleasantly surprised
a what a wonderful experience you will have.



WHAT’S YOUR STRATEGY?

A successful hunt in the wild requires thought and strategy.
Hunting Pheasant at the Club, even though we are a game
preserve, is no different. Mostly, we release birds at the
end of the day, after the fields are free of hunters, so that
the birds can rest and be full of energy for your hunt the
next day. Sometimes, we supplement those releases by
adding a few more birds to the fields during the day.

Barry Short and Family

With that said, natural movement of the birds in the fields
(they tend to somewhat “flock together”) and the pressure
put on them by hunting activity, means that the birds are
NOT equally distributed across the Club. The fields along
the main road tend to get the first and most pressure
during the day and so birds will get pushed out toward the
edges of the Island. Obviously, in any field you want to hunt
into the wind. If you are in a small group, you may wish to
have someone serve as a ” blocker” at the end of the field
so the birds cannot run on you.

As you drive out to a field to hunt, observe the area. Do you
see any birds on the road or ditch banks? Has someone
just finished working that field? Where are you going to
enter the field in relation to the wind? How are you going to
work the field? Should you have trouble finding birds in a
particular area, move locations. Putting a little forethought
into your hunt will increase the odds of success.

Similar to flyfishing in a stream, fish aren’t equally
distributed and if you aren’t getting any action in one area;
you move on to the next after a few casts, and you don’t
waste your whole day on one unproductive area.

Should you have difficulty finding birds, please flag down a
patrolman and let them know you are having a problem.
They will be happy to redirect you, or even give you a ride,
to an area where you will have the potential for more
success. But, please let us know during your hunt and not
after, when we aren’t in a position to be able to help you. If
you need some assistance, know that we are here to do
everything we can make your hunting experience enjoyable
and memorable.

ROYAL GUNDOGS TRAINING BY RICHARD

Richard Gebhart has been training dogs for

over 20 years and have been pleased to
® have him on-site at Hastings Island for the
past four years. Richard works with dogs
from Puppy Introduction to the Master
! Hunter level.

He has trained dogs of all ages extensively in the AKC
Retriever Hunt tests, but also trains working gundogs for
the discerning hunter. He offers a board and training
options for all sporting breeds, while offering private and
group lessons for those that do not wish to board their
dog.

No matter the breed, Richard likes to get started with a
two to three week puppy camp at five to seven months of
age. If you have a new puppy that needs training or your
hunting partner needs a tune up, call Rich Gebhart at
Royal Gundogs (530) 347-4496.

CLuB TRAP COMPETITION

Our 24th Annual Trap Shooting Competition, which was
originally conceived by former managers, Bob and Sheila
Hayes, will be held on Saturday, September 13th, 2025.

There is no age limit to entering the competition and Caleb
Harris has been the high score champion for the past
three consecutive years. Come out and give Caleb a run
for his money!

Please call the Club for more details.

Jack Guzman, with family members, Cory Raber, John Raber
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