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HASTINGS ISLAND HUNTING 

WELCOME TO THE 2025-2026 SEASON 
We hope you are enjoying a wonderful summer and are getting excited for the 2025-2026 Pheasant Season.  As our 

summer activities begin to wind down, we are starting to prepare for all the exciting pre-season and season opener events 

that are in the works, details of which are highlighted in this newsletter.  We look forward to seeing you at the Club, soon!! 

                      Danielle Earl, Club Manager 

HASTINGS ISLAND HUNTING PRESERVE 

As a reminder, your bird card must be paid in full by 

September 30th or your first hunt, whichever comes first.   

 

With this newsletter, we have included a member 

statement, showing your outstanding balance (if any).  If 

you made a deposit for the upcoming season and you still 

have an outstanding balance, please remember to pay it 

off by September 30th in order to enjoy the savings you  

have earned - otherwise the price of your bird card will 

increase on October 1st, and you will incur a late charge. 

 

Bird Cards and Field Permits will be available for pick up at 

the Clubhouse beginning Saturday, September 6th, for 

members who possess a current California Hunting 

License and Upland Game Bird Stamp.  Your Hunting 

License and Upland Game Bird Stamp are both available 

to download onto your phone from the CDFW Website.  

Although this is very convenient, it is always a good idea to 

have your paper copy with you to present to a Game 

Warden should it be required. 

BIRD CARDS  

2025 Important Dates 
New Member Orientation Classes Start 

First day to pick up 2025-2026 Bird Cards 

Pre-Season Rooster Shoots Begin 

Annual Club Trap Competition Shoot  

First Day of 2025-2026 Pheasant Season 

Last Day to Pay Off Early Price Bird Cards 

State Pheasant Season    

Thanksgiving Day Club Closure 

Last Day of Hunting for Early Season Cards 

Christmas Day Club Closure 

September 6, 2025 

September 6, 2025    

September 6, 2025 

   September 13, 2025 

September 20, 2025 

September 30, 2025 

Nov 8-Dec 21, 2025 

November 27, 2025 

December 20, 2025 

December 25, 2025 

Purchasing pre-paid bird cleaning saves you a lot of 

money!  Pre-paid bird cleanings are only available prior to, 

or on, the date of your first hunt.   

 

Pre-Paid Bird Cleaning (Cash Price): 

 20 Birds $130.00 / $6.50 per bird 

 40 Birds $260.00 / $6.50 per bird  

 

The “time of service” regular bird cleaning cost is $9.00 

per bird.  Purchasing one of the pre-paid cleaning 

packages gives you a savings of $2.50 per bird or just over 

38% on the full cleaning price.  It’s a “no brainer”. 

PRE-PAID BIRD CLEANING DISCOUNT 

2025 HUNTER SAFETY EDUCATION   

The Club’s Hunter 

Saf et y  Educ at ion 

Course was held in May 

this year, but if you still 

need to attend a 

Course you can visit the 

CA Department of Fish 

and Wildlife website: 

https://www.register-

e d . c o m / e v e n t s /

view/215670.  Course 

attendees must have a 

CA Fish & Wildlife GO ID number to register. Please 

remember that California requires hunter education 

training for all persons who have not formerly held a 

California hunting license; who do not have a hunter 

education certificate of completion; or who do not hold a 

current hunting license, or a hunting license issued in 

either of the two previous hunting years, from another 

state or province. 

Hasting Island 2025 Hunter safety class 

PRE-SEASON ROOSTER SHOOTS 

The 2025 Pre-Season Rooster Shoots will be held 

September 6, 11, 12, 13 and 18th.  Prices start at 

$175.00 for 4 birds and $375.00 for 10 birds, which is a 

healthy discount over the regular season bird card price.  

Please remember these hunts are only available to  

members, whose cards are paid in full.  Pre-paid bird 

cleanings may not be applied to these hunts.  You are 

welcome to bring one guest per member. 

BIRD CARD DEPOSIT & REFUND POLICIES 

Please remember that there are no bird card/bird card 

deposit refunds after September 30, 2025. We contract   

for birds in early Spring, based on the number of bird cards 

sold or deposits made.   

 

After September 30, we are locked in to our commitment 

of the number of birds ordered.  We try to keep the cost of 

the birds cards down for you, so being left with surplus 

birds at the end of the Season leads to higher bird card 

prices for our members. 
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SUMMER FUN AT HASTINGS ISLAND 
During Off-Season many of our Members enjoyed chukar 

hunting, fishing  and fun in the fields with their dogs. 

RESERVED FIELDS 

THE CLUB STORE 
The Hastings Island Club Store 

offers Hats, T-Shirts, Club Patches, 

Lanyards and Whistles for sale.  

As long as you are in the DOJ system, we also sell 12 & 20 

gauge ammo. 

 

We are also a licensed dealer of all Garmin products   

including dog collars.  Compare our prices and you will find 

we have some of the lowest around.  Please ask about our 

Garmin Products when you are next in the Club. 

For the upcoming Season the Club will be offering a select 

set of fields available for exclusive use with advanced 

reservations.  From 8:00 am—11:00 am you will have your 

own area of approx. 12-14 acres, planted with up to 10 

birds.  These birds will be pre-punched off your Bird Card. 

During this time, the field will be closed to all other 

hunters.  After 11:00 am the field will open up to everyone 

for free roam hunting. 

 

Reserved fields are an excellent way to introduce new 

hunters, children and inexperienced dogs to hunting at the 

Club.  These fields are limited, and in high demand, so 

please call the Club and reserve your field in advance.  

There are no walk-ins for Reserved Fields. 

Vizsla Puppy Training Day Sophie Quisquater and Tuz  

Tarrant Family Annual Chukar Hunt 

Francis Marsh & Grace  

Vizsla Fun  Day 

Holly & Fritzi Heyser 

Tucker & Lewie Schatz 

Jovani Figuero & his catch 

PRESERVING MEMORIES WITH TAXIDERMY 
Taxidermy is a great way to preserve your memory of a 

great hunt/memorable day, and also a great gift for the 

hunting enthusiast. 

 

If you hunt a bird at the Club and 

are considering taxidermy, the staff 

can help you prepare the bird and 

choose the mount that is best for 

you.  The Clubs works with a 

Taxidermist that will pick up the bird 

and mount it to your specifications. 

 

Ask the Front Desk and we will be happy to help you select 

the best bird, mount and taxidermist to create your one of 

a kind keepsake or gift.  Prices generally start at $200.00 

for a basic mount.  

UPDATE ON AMMUNITION SALES IN CA 

On July 24th, the 9th Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals recently 

struck down California’s requirement for background 

checks.  But, citing “a number of procedural steps that 

must take place”, the CA DOJ notified gun and ammunition 

dealers days after the court ruling, that background checks 

remain if effect until further notice. 

 

Irrespective of our personal feelings around ammunition 

background checks, the Club is still required by law to 

perform them when selling ammunition to its customers. 

We will continue to follow the law and hope for a 

permanent change in the near future. 
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24TH ANNUAL TRAP SHOOT COMPETITION 

The Club is very pleased to be hosting its 24th Annual Trap 

Shoot Competition on Saturday, September 13th.  The 

competition begins at 10:00 am and the entry fee is 

$25.00  All guns must be 

legally allowed for 

hunting Upland Game in 

the State of California.   

The competition consists 

of three rounds of 25 

clays, with the best 5 

shooters advancing to 

the final competition 

round of 25 clays, where 

the Club Champion will claim their victory. 

 

Both lead and non-lead ammunition is permitted for the 

competition, so please bring enough ammunition to fire 

four 25 clay rounds (that is if you are lucky enough to 

make it in to the final round).  

 

Please call the Club Office to reserve your place, as the 

competition will be limited to 20 participants. 

2025-2026 RENTAL DOGS 

The Club offers rental dogs to members and their guests 

who do not have dogs of their own. All Hunters are required 

to have a trained dog to hunt at the Club. Our dogs are 

available to rent for a for $75 for 4-hour period.  Our rental 

dogs cannot be run with another dog. The Club will provide 

you with dog handling commands and an electric collar.  

Reservations in advance are highly recommended, as our 

dogs book very quickly. 

 

Gracie is a 4 year old German Shorthaired 

Pointer who is quick to find a bird and 

makes retrieving a breeze. 

 

 

Hazel is a 4 year old German Shorthaired 

Pointer who is a rocket in the field and 

makes every hunt enjoyable. 

 

 

Jake is an English Pointer. He covers every 

inch of the field and is a solid point. 

 

 

 

Luna is a German Wirehaired Pointer. She 

is beautiful on point and will not give up 

on hunting.  Luna is excellent with 

families/kids.  

 
Moose is an English Pointer and his 

intensity on point and drive in the field is 

remarkable. 

 

 

Piper is a 3 year old German Shorthaired 

Pointer. He is an excellent hunter and  

consistently finds birds in all kinds of 

cover.  

 

Vinny is an English Pointer who is a solid 

point and a joy to watch covering the field. 

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION 
Prior to your first hunt, all New Club Members, as well as 

anyone who has not been an active Club Member in the 

past 3 years, is required to attend an Orientation Session. 

Sessions begin Saturday, September 6th through December 

27th and are held every Thursday, Saturday and Sunday, at 

8:00 am and 10:00 am. 

 

The Orientation is  approximately 30 minutes and  designed 

to familiarize you with the Club’s Rules and Regulations, 

expected field courtesy and the various amenities offered at 

the Club.  We do not hold orientations at any other times 

and we do not take walk-ins, so please call the Club Office 

in advance as seats are limited.  For a complete Orientation 

schedule or to find additional information,  please visit  the 

Club’s website: www.hihp.com.  

SAFETY FIRST  -  A QUICK REFRESHER 

Whether you are a seasoned hunter or just starting out, 

safety should always be your top priority. As we head into 

another great season at Hastings Island let’s take a 

moment to review a few key safety reminders and that help 

keep our hunts enjoyable and accident-free: 

 

Know The Rules:  California hunting regulations are 

updated annually, and it’s important to stay informed.  We 

try to do this by posting these updates on our website, 

Facebook page and in our newsletters.  Our Club also has 

additional safety rules and protocols, always review them 

before heading out. 

 

Treat Every Firearm as Loaded: This golden rule can’t be 

repeated enough.  Always: 

 Keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction. 

 Finger off the trigger until ready to shoot. 

 Check and double-check that you firearm is 

unloaded when not in use. 

 

Wear the Right Gear: Bright hunter orange isn’t just a good 

idea it’s a life saver. Make sure you are visible to other 

hunters. Also pack weather-appropriate clothing, water, 

and a first-aid kit for the unexpected. 

 

Be Aware of Your Surroundings: Before you take a shot, 

always identify your target and what’s beyond it.  Be 

mindful of other hunters, dogs, livestock, buildings, farm 

equipment and neighboring properties. 

 

Let’s keep every hunt safe and enjoyable.  If you’re ever 

unsure about a safety protocol or need a refresher, please 

do not hesitate to reach our to our staff. 
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HUNTING SYLES AND WORKING TOGETHER 
Hastings Island Hunting Preserve makes every effort to 

make our member’s hunting experience pleasurable and 

safe.  As much as we do via the use of the land available, 

infrastructure, conveniences, saturation of birds and Rules 

and Regulations; there is also much our members can do. 

 

Our members hunting styles vary tremendously.  Some 

members use 12 ga shotguns while others use .410 ga, and 

everything in between.  Some people hunt for just a couple 

of hours while others prefer to spend the entire day hunting.  

Some hunting parties harvest just a couple of birds, while 

other shoot a 20 bird card or more in one outing.  Some 

hunters travel all over the Club fields during their hunt, while 

others may spend their entire outing in just one small area. 

 

Perhaps the most common complaint we hear is what is 

perceived as rude hunting habits by some other hunter or 

dogs cutting in front of their path.  Sometimes these 

accusations are accurate, and Club Management deals with 

these transgressions swift and sure.   

 

In other incidences, it is simply two divergent hunting styles 

trying to utilize the same hunting area.  About half of our 

members hunt over point breed dogs.  Similarly, about half 

hunt over retrievers, used as flushing dogs.  A small minority 

of our members hunt over true flushing breed dogs and 

even some non-sporting breed dogs. 

 

The philosophy of an upland pointing breed dog is to range 

well out to where the birds hide, point or set them in place 

and hold there until the hunter arrives to flush and harvest 

the bird. 

 

Flushing breedsare meant to hunt within the range of the 

gun; perhaps 20 to 40 yards.  Their job is to locate the bird 

and put it in the air (or flush).  To harvest the bird, the 

hunter must be within gun range when the bird is produced 

by the dog. 

 

Retrievers were not originally bred for the purpose of 

hunting upland game, but rather to retrieve downed/shot 

game. Typically, they would sit calmly in a blind or boat until 

called upon to retrieve downed birds. Over the years we 

have called upon retrievers to perform upland searching and 

flushing duties as well.  Again, members hunting over one of 

these dogs would want the dog to range in close.  That being 

said, retrievers can make excellent all-around upland game 

bird hunting dogs with the correct training. 

 

We may have up to 125 hunters spread out over 1,000 

acres; half hunting with wide ranging pointers and half 

hunting with close working flushers/retrievers.   

 HASTINGS ISLAND HUNTING PRESERVE 
 7758 HASTINGS ISLAND ROAD 
 RIO VISTA, CALIFORNIA 94571-1026 

 PHONE: (707) 678-3325 FACSIMILE: (707) 678-1604 

 WWW.HIHP.COM 

NEW SEASON PREPAREDNESS 

It is incumbent upon both types of hunters to recognize with 

whom they are about to share a field as they move from one 

field to another.  If it is apparent that you are about to enter 

a field where a different style hunting dog is already 

working; use discretion and go a different direction. 

 

With approximately 40,000 birds planted on the Island over 

a 6 month period, there are plenty of birds for all our 

members.  By paying attention and working together, the 

hunt should be safe and pleasurable for all concerned. 

With 2025-2026 Pheasant Season right around the corner, 

here are a few tips to make sure you are prepared: 

 

Hot Dawg: if you are planning on bringing your dog the Club, 

it is important that your dog is in good hunting condition.  Try 

playing fetch regularly, practicing commands and taking 

him/her for a daily run. Having a dog that is fit to hunt will 

make the hunting experience more enjoyable for you and 

your canine companion. 

 

Gear Up: Get your gear ready and make sure it all fits and is 

in good condition.  Although the Club can always assist with 

an orange hat or t-shirt, the rest is up to you. 

 

These Boots Were Made for Walking: Having a pair of boots 

that are comfortable for walking the fields is a must.  Before 

your first hunt, and if the boots are new, make sure your 

have broken them in.  There is nothing worse than sore feet 

to hamper your hunt! 

 

Shoot Me With Your Best Shot: Prepare your gun by cleaning 

and oiling it. Make sure your ammo is in compliance with 

Club rules which is steel 4,5,6 shots.  The Club does carry 

some ammo if you find yourself in need, but you must be 

registered in the DOJ system to purchase any.  Using the 

trap range is also a great way to practice before heading out 

into the field. 

 

LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU FOR THE 2025-2026 

SEASON. 


